Swiss Cottage Dance

Swiss Cottage Community Centre, 19 Winchester Road

(Administration address)

28 Ellis Farm Close, Mayford, Surrey, GU22 9QN

Newsletter — Spring 2012

Spring Term Dates:
Term starts on: Saturday 14th January Term ends on: Saturday 31st March

Half term will be: Saturday 18th February
Welcome and Happy New Year

On behalf of the Vacani team | would like to wish you all a Happy New Year and extend a warm welcome to all the new pupils
starting in the Spring Term.

We would be grateful if you could take a moment to read through our newsletter.

Important Reminder from Swiss Cottage Community Centre

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Swiss Cottage Community Centre, particularly Mimosa, who works behind
the reception desk on Saturdays, and Georgia who manages our booking, for their ongoing assistance and support.

As | am sure you can appreciate the wear and tear on a community centre is immense and further to last year’s worry about
the closure of the centre and lack of funding, we ask Swiss Cottage Dance parents and pupils to be considerate and treat the
hall and public spaces with good care.

Swiss Cottage Dance would be most grateful if you ask your child not to hang on the railing outside the hall. Please could you
also keep noise to a minimum in the entrance lobby - sometimes the noise is so loud that even the children dancing in the
main hall are distracted by it.

Congratulations

Congratulations to the Primary Exam candidates. On Saturday 19th November 2011, thirteen Primary exam children took
their first ballet exam. Parents very kindly took their children all the way to The Johmard Community Centre in Colliers Wood
where Miss Angelina and Miss Beth (our former assistant at Swiss Cottage) prepared the children for their exams. Miss Sarah
Wells, who examined the children told Miss Angelina that “the children were delightful”. Miss Angelina was most proud of her
pupils and would like to take this opportunity to thank the parents for being involved and committed in the lead up to the
exams.

This is a busy time of year for the ISTD examination board and it can take up to four weeks to receive
the results. Rest assured Miss Angelina will do all she can to have results for you by the start of next
term.

Cecchetti Classical Ballet Awards 2011

Congratulations to Anastasia Sabisky for winning the Barbara Geoghegan Musicality Award 2011
presented to her by former Royal Ballet soloist Jonathan Cope at Sadler's Wells on 19th November.

Many of you will remember Anastasia as the ‘big bug’ and lovely assistant to the ‘teeny weeny bugs’ in
our last Nutcracker performance. Mr Stephen and Miss Angelina are very proud of their former pupil (Mr
Stephen also taught Anastasia the piano). Well done Anastasia.

Miss Angelina was also delighted that one of her Vacani (Clapham) School of Dance pupils won first
place in the Cecchetti Children’s Award.

Anastasia with Jonathan Cope

Good luck but not Goodbye Miss Titania

Over the course of three years Miss Titania has not only been a wonderful teacher to our Swiss Cottage Dance pupils, she has
also become a wonderful friend to Miss Angelina and Mr Stephen. It is with great sadness that we must announce that Miss Tita-
nia will be leaving Swiss Cottage Dance at the end of the Spring Term.

Miss Titania is currently studying Business and Innovation at Kings College London. With a first class’ success rate in all mod-
ules to date, Miss Titania wishes to invest every second she has to her studies. She aspires to join her brother next year who is
currently studying at Harvard.

Mr Stephen and Miss Angelina will be interviewing and auditioning candidates for Miss Titania’s teaching position with the assis-
tance of our Patron, Mary Stassinopoulos ( former Cecchetti Ballet Examiner) .



Thank you Miss Catherine and Welcome back Miss Raquel

We would like to thank Miss Catherine for all her wonderful assisting in the morning classes last term. We will
miss you but hope to see you back at some stage in the future.

We are of course delighted that Miss Raquel, who has just returned from Norway where she was touring with The
Snowman, will be returning to Swiss Cottage Dance this Spring—how wonderful it is to have a professional
dancer in our midst. Maybe we can persuade Miss Raquel to teach us some of the Snowman choreography.

Exams

We will be holding Cecchetti Syllabus Ballet Examinations for selected pupils in the SUMMER Term. We have
applied to the Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing for the following date:

Saturday 2nd June
PLEASE NOTE THIS DATE - this is the Saturday before half term and is the only date available for exams.

If your child has been selected to take an exam, a letter confirming an examination date and time will be sent to
you as soon as we receive confirmation from the ISTD. You will be notified at Half Term (Spring Term) if your
child is taking an exam.

Exam candidates are required to attend all classes. Any child who misses more than two classes in the school
term will have to postpone their exam until the next examination session, which will be scheduled for Autumn
2012.

Wednesday class update

It is disappointing that we have not had sufficient numbers/interest in the Wednesday classes to start classes.
We will postpone starting these classes until we can be sure to cover the costs. We will keep you informed of
progress.

Cecchetti Choreography Competition - Cecil Sharp House - Sunday 11th March 2012

Miss Angelina invites Swiss Cottage Dance pupils to apply for a place at the Cecchetti Choreography Competi-
tion on Sunday 11th March 2012.

The Cecchetti Children’s Choreographic Competition is a very popular, long established event and young danc-
ers studying the Cecchetti method are given the opportunity to develop their skills in the world of choreography.
The adjudicators will include dance artists and respected members of the teaching profession.
The Choreographic Competition has three sections, and each section is sub-divided into solos, duets and groups.
Junior - aged 7 and under 11
Middle - aged 11 and under 14
Senior - aged 14 and under 18

For more information please contact Angelina by e-mail Angelina@vacani.com

Cinderella Dance Scholarships offer partial funding to Cecchetti Summer School 2012

Cinderella Dance Scholarships would like to offer a partial scholarship for next year's Cecchetti Summer
School.

The partial scholarship is worth £200 and will be awarded to a deserving child who would really benefit from the
Summer School and the scholarship. Details on the Summer School can be found at www.cecchetti.co.uk. The
one week course, including tuition, accommodation and all meals is £425 (if registration is made before 1st May)

If you are interested in applying for the partial scholarship please submit you child’s name to:
Cinderella Dance Scholarships, Pond House, Brooke Gardens, Brooke, Norfolk, NR15 1JH.
by 31% March 2012

The selection committee: our Patron, Miss Stassinopoulos, Margaret and Tim Spurrier, Angelina Spurrier and
Stephen Hose will announce the recipient of the award on Saturday 21st April. Payment will be made directly to
the Cecchetti Summer School.

NOTE:- Cinderella Dance Scholarships is an unregistered charity that raises funds by staging performances for
Swiss Cottage Dance and Vacani (Clapham).

Happy New Year
Angelina Spurrier & Stephen Hose



